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We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER) which provides key 
information on the 2017-18 educational progress for the Bark River-Harris High School and Junior 
High. The AER addresses the complex reporting information required by federal and state laws. The 
school’s report contains information about student assessment, accountability, and teacher quality. 
If you have any questions regarding the AER, please contact Principal Darren Bray for assistance. 

The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following web site,	
http://www.brhschools.org/infopage.cfm, or you may review a copy in the main office at the Bark 
River-Harris High School/Junior High. 

For the 2017-18 year, no new Priority or Focus schools were named; some Priority or Focus schools 
did exit their status because they met the exit criteria. New Reward schools were identified using 
school rankings and Beating the Odds information. A Focus school is one that has a large 
achievement gap between the highest and lowest achieving 30% of schools. A Priority school is one 
whose achievement and growth is in the lowest 5% of all schools in the state. A Reward school is 
one that has achieved one or more of the following distinctions: top 5% of schools on the Top-to-
Bottom School Rankings, top 5% of schools making the greatest gains in achievement (improvement 
metric), or “Beating the Odds” by outperforming the school’s predicted ranking and/or similar 
schools. Some schools are not identified with any of these labels. In these cases no label is given. 
Bark River-Harris High School/Junior High has not been given one of these labels. 

* Note TSI and ATS definitions were changed for the 2018-19 school year per federal requirements. 
The new definitions are: 

TSI – The school has at least one subgroup performing in the bottom 25% within each applicable 
accountability index component. 

ATS – The school has met the criteria for TSI identification and has at least one subgroup 
performing at the same level as a CSI school. 

The challenges in store for Bark River-Harris High School/Junior High include improving the existing 
learning gap between the highest and lowest achievers. During the previous few years BR-H has 
made substantial progress in closing that gap achieving an 88% percentile ranking in the state this 
past year, but the district continues to look for more effective ways to improve. 

State law requires that we also report additional information.  

1. Process for assigning pupils to the school: This is not applicable to Bark River-Harris Junior 
High/High School, as there is only one junior high/high school within the Bark River-Harris 
School District. 



 
2. The status of the 3-5 year school improvement plan: Each spring the faculty analyzes the 

most current M-Step, PSAT, SAT, MME and local assessment data from junior high and high 
school students to identify areas of success and improvement. The data is analyzed in order 
to determine if previous goals were met and to set new goals for the upcoming academic 
year. To view the goals, please see the annual report (it is available for your review 
electronically by visiting the following web site http://www.brhschools.org/ or you may review 
a copy at the Bark River-Harris Junior High/High School office).  

3. A brief description of each specialized school: Specialized programs include Delta-Schoolcraft 
Intermediate School District which provides Health Occupations, Careers in Education, PC 
Technology, Automotive Technology, Welding Technology, Machining, Building Technology and 
Engineering Technology. Our building also benefits from the Learning Center: Located at 2203 
7th Avenue South in Escanaba. This center provides educational programs and services to 
students with handicaps who reside in the Bark River-Harris Area School District. Classroom 
programs through the Learning Center include pre-primary impaired, autistic impaired, 
trainable mentally impaired, and severely mentally impaired.  

 

4. Bark River-Harris High School/Junior High has implemented the state mandated Core 
Curriculum. Each teacher has submitted a pacing guide to the administration outlining the 
curriculum being taught and the sequence it is being taught to students. Course pacing guides 
can be reviewed via the school website or hard copy can be attained at the written request of 
a parent. Planbook lesson planning software has also been purchased for teachers and in the 
second year of use. This software allows teachers to tag benchmarks to lesson plans and allow 
parents and students to access the lesson plans.  
 

5. The SAT mean total score for 2017-18 junior class was 990.  
 

6. Two parent/teacher conference opportunities are offered each year. Approximately 65% of the 
parents of BR-H high school/junior high parents attended these meetings during the fall 
opportunities on average over the last two years. 38% of parents attended the meetings 
during the February scheduled date and time.  
 

7. Over the past two years 38% (76 students) of Bark River-Harris High School juniors and 
seniors have been dual enrolled in accredited college courses. That totals approximately 300 
college courses taken and almost 900 college credits earned by our students before 
graduation. 
 

8. BR-H Schools has been the recipient of 3.9 million dollars from the Island Resort & Casino and 
the Hannahville Indian Community for a school construction project. This past fall the 
community passed a school mileage to cover the construction costs due to the donation being 
distributed to the school district over a 25 year period. The new additions will include a larger 
cafeteria, four additional classrooms, improved parking facilities and a bus garage. 

 

Over the past five years, Bark River-Harris High School has completely overhauled its technological 
infrastructure.  A new server was purchased, the high school/junior high was wired for Wi-Fi 



capability, and students in grades 7-12 are participating in a one-to-one iPad initiative. Teachers are 
using educational technology to advance student learning through implementation of formative 
assessments to gain immediate feedback to improve instruction. Faculty and administration are also 
using technology to improve communication and align curriculum. The district understands on-line 
assessments are becoming the norm in state testing, but more importantly, tech-savvy individuals 
will have the edge in the workforce of tomorrow. The district’s mission is to provide our students 
with the tools and education that will allow them to succeed in a highly competitive world.  

 

While we are pleased to see positive, continued progress, the BR-H administration and faculty 
continue working to improve educational opportunities for our students, parents and community. We 
appreciate the continued support from all our stakeholders in this effort.  

 

Darren C. Bray 

Junior High/High School Principal 

Bark River-Harris Schools 
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